
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE TORRANCE CITY COUNCIL 

Torrance, California 
March 25, 1958 

The City Council of the City of Torrance convened in a regular 
meeting at 8:00 P. M. Tuesday, March 25, 1958, in the Council Chamber, 
City Hall, Torrance, California. 

Those responding to roll call by City Clerk Bartlett were: 
COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Drale, Jahn, Isen. ABSENT: COUNCIL
MEN: None. City Manager Stevens and City Attorney Remelmeyer were 
also present. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, Mr. Jack Brown led the salute to 
our Flag. 

The Reverend John Taylor of the First Methodist Church opened 
the meeting with an invocation. 

The Council observed one minute of silence in honor of Laverne 
Gill, who passed away in Italy recently. 

Councilman Jahn moved to approve the Minutes of the regular 
meeting held March 18, 1958, as written. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so 
ordered. 

HEARINGS: 

HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA SEWER DISTRICT NO. 2 - HEARING ON ASSESSMENT
Continued from March II, 1958.: .'. 

Mayor Isen announced that this was the time and place fixed for 
the conti,nued hearing on the assessment of the Hollywood Riviera Sewer 
District No.2. 

City Clerk Bartlett read in full a protest from J. R. and B. J. 
Ware, 24422 Hawthorne Ave., Torrance, which was received on March 10, 
1958, but not read at March 11 meeting of the Council. 

Mayor Isen recalled that the procedure had been to rule on 
each protest heard at the last meeting, and that the Hearing had been 
continued as a result of the South Bay Christian School protest. 

Mayor Isen asked City Engineer Bishop if he had checked the 
protest from the School, and whether the laterals had been laid. 

City Engineer Bishop replied that he had checked the record, 
and the testimony of the inspector and the contractor, they had been. 
He presented a copy of the plans showing the laterals. 

Mayor Isen asked Supt. of Public Works Russell to explain how 
the ass.essrnents were spread. 

Mr. Russell replied that this was done before he had taken the 
job ~s Supt. of Public Works, and that City Engineer Bishop had the 
information. He said they had discussed it, and it seemed a very fair 
method. 

City Engineer Bishop reported that Barnett, Hopen & Smith, 
who had been retained by the City, had done the work of spreading this 
assessment, as they have done for us for the past 6 or 7 years. He 
felt the method to be fair. 

Councilman Orale told the City Engineer he wanted an explanation 
as to whether or not everyone in this District was assessed for both 
mains and laterals • 

. The City Engineer said everything built in the public street 
was built by the main contractor, and that only those people who had 
to have laterals were assessed for them. He explained that a lateral 
serves only one lot, but the main serves the entire street. 
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Cou~cilman Jahn asked if we had handled an assessment this way 
before, and the City Eng~neer said we had on the Yukon Avenue District. 

Councilman DTale felt the Yukon Avenue District had been differ
ent, and the Citv Engineer said the assessment had been spread ~n a 
similar manner 

Councilman D:r31e asked if these people in Hollywood Riviera 
were paying feT the easements used for this sewer, and the City 
Engineer said the easements had been donated to the City. He said 
many easements weJ>; l'equLred, and that their use had made the sewer 
cheaper for e~eIyone 

CouncjJ.;nar:.jahn asked how much of a problem it would create to 
re-spread this assessment by adding all charges, dividing them by the 
number of lots served, and assessing each equally. 

City Eng5neer Bishop said we have re-spread assessments before. 
Councilman Jahn expressed his intent to make such a motion. 
Mayor Isen asked whether it had been taken into consideration 

that it wouid cost somB of the users more to take the sewer into their 
houses than it would others, 

City Engineer Bishop said it had been faIt there might be some 
inequity that way; some who would not have to have laterals would pay 
as much as if they had. 

Councilman Jahn said when the petitions for this sewer district 
were circulated, it was agreed among the property owners that the 
sewer would cost them all the same amount. He knew this had no legal 
bearing on the matter but felt the costs should be equally divided 
for that reason 

Mr, Trier, repressr:.ting the South Bay Christian School, asked 
to have a letter they wrote to the City since the last hearing read 
into the record. 

Councilman Benstead pointed out that the letter had not been 
received here until March 25, today. 

City Clerk Ba~tlett read the letter, which was dated March 21, 
1958, in full; the School protested the charges assessed to them. 

Mr. Trier said the City Engineer had told them their previous 
protest had not been allowed, but that he had not yet had a reply to 
this letter. Mr Trier went on to say that they had asked for only 
certain lo-l:s to have the sewers, and he did not feel they should be 
assessed for their other lots as they do not plan to build on them. 

Mayor Isen asked the City Attorney if it was necessary to act 
on this protest before acting on Councilman Jahn's intended motion. 

7h: C~ty Attorn~y replied the Hearing should be closed before 
such amotion is made referring to an assessment. 

Councilman Jahn said the motion he planned to make would answer 
all the protests received except this one from the school. 

Councilman Benstead asked what it would do to the school, and 
Councilman Jahn replied it would re-spread the assessment. 

Mayor Isen suggested holding to the policy of the last meeting 
to consider the individual protests one at a time, and act on the 
protests received tonight, 

Councilman Jahn moved to deny the protest of the South Bay 
Community Christian SchooL 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Councilman Drale asked City Engineer Bishop if the sewers were 

installed at the school s lots according to the record, and the City 
Engineer said they were-

Councilma~ :ahn said the motion he intended to make would change 
all the assessments somewhat. 

Councilman Orale agreed with Councilman Jahn, and said he did 
not see clny reaso~ for acting on these protests if the assessment was 
to be reo·spr.ead 

In response to a question, the City Attorney said it w~s not 
required that the Council act on each protest individually, and that 
if the Council wished they could close the hearing. 
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Motion to deny the protest of the South Bay Community Christian 
School carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved to deny the protest of J. R. and B. J. 
Ware, and asked the City Attorney if the Council could not close the 
Hearing and then make the motion he intended to make, which he felt 
would automatically answer this protest. 

Mayor Isen thought this might as well be dealt with individually. 
Councilman Jahn moved that the total cost of the mains and 

other costs of this Sewer District be lumped into one sum and divided 
by the number of lots in the District and the assessment spread in 
that manner. 

Councilman Orale seconded the motion. 
The City Attorney told the Council that it was a constitutional 

necessity to levy the assessment on the key of 'benefit'; he doubted 
that thi.s motion would tax each lot according to the benefit, although 
he said he did not know this positively. If the Council wanted a writ
ten opinion from him on this, the City Attorney said the Hearing would 
have to be continued, 

Councilman Jahn asked if this could be done if he took the words 
of the City Engineer on spreading the assessment, saying each benefited 
by having a place to make a connection to a sewer line, therefore 
each derived the same benefit and the total cost of the project should 
be shared by each of them. 

The City Attorney said he doubted that each lot in the District 
would get exactly the same benefit. 

Mayor Isen said he believed the Council had to pass on each of 
the protests and then act according t o the will of the Council and 
either pass the Resolution confirming the assessment or, if the 
motion by Councilman Jahncarried, instruct the City Attorney to 
prepare a Resolution t o conform with the motion. He questioned this 
procedure, saying he hesitated t o think of the Council going through 
this improperly. 

Mayor Isen moved to table this another week, so the City Attorn
ey could get advice on this, as to how it should be considered. 

The City Attorney replied that he had the law in front of him, 
and that the Council could close the Hearings for the purpose of 
preventing any more protests, then could act. 

Mayor Isen moved to table this matter for a week so the City 
Attorney could get advice on how this could be considered. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Councilman Jahn asked City Engineer Bishop if he had not said 

this method had been used on other sewer districts, and the City 
Engineei said no, that the Yukon Sewer District had been spread on 
the basis of assessable front footage. . 

City Engineer Bishop reported to the Council that the multiple 
units ortP~los Verdes Boulevard were considered as having received 
more benefit than other lots, and were assessed 10% higher under the 
present plan. He asked if the Coun cil· would instruct him as to whether 
that property should still be a ssessed on that basis, and whether they 
want him to add the cost of the laterals to the cost of the mains 
under the plan advanced here. 

Mayor Isen did not want to give any instructions until the 
Council had a correct leg~l opinion . 

Councilman Jahn said the intent of his motion was that we should 
not change the rule on the multiple unit s on Palos Verdes Boulevard. 

Mayor Isen requested that the Council return to the Outline of 
Procedure. 

Councilman Benstead asked whether we would have to go through 
theentiN~ Hearings again if we changed the assessment, and the City 
Attorney said no. The law does not require other hearings, the 
Attoiney went on, but if the Council wished they could continue the 
hearings to give people further opportunity to protest against the 
new assessment if it is re-spread" 

Mayor Isen explained that the purpose of his motion to table 
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was to get the law on this; he wanted to leave everything as it is to 
be sure this is right. He said he wanted to know the law on the whole 
procedure. 

Councilman Jahn moved the question on the 
Motion carried by the following roll call 

MEN: Benstead, Drale, Isen. NOES: COUNCILlvIEN: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

motion to table. 
vote: AYES: COUNCIL

Blount, Jahn. ABSENT: 

Mayor Isen requested the City Attorney to consult with the 
bonding attorneys, and to find out whether we should not rule on each 
of the protests. 

2. Mayor Isen announced this was the time and pla ce for the 
third and final Hearing on CASE NO. 486, on the application of the 
Plannin<;] Comm~ssion for.a Change of Zone from M-2 (Heavy MaT}ufacturing) 
to C-4 (Shopp~ng Center) Zone on the property legally descr~bed as a 
portion of Lot I, Tract No. g765, known as the "Torrance Triangle." 

City Clerk Bartlett presented the Affidavit of Publication. 
Councilman Benstead moved this be received and filed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 
Mayor Isen asked if anyone wished to be heard on this matter. 
There was no reply. 
Councilman Benstead moved to close this Third and Final Hearing 

on Case No. 486 before the City Council. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 
City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 962 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE AMENDING APPENDIX I OF "THE CODE OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" (ADOPTED BY ORDINANCE NO. 
791), RECLASSIFYING THAT CERTAIN PROPERTY DESCRIBED 
IN PLANNING COMMISSlON CASE NO. 486.-

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, and carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved to approve Ordinance No. 962 at 
its first reading. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn. 
Councilman Orale asked if this covers the businesses discussed 

here at previous meetings which do not produce sales tax. 
The City Attorney replied that the businesses which may exist 

on the Triangle were provided for in the lease, not in this Orcim ance. 
Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCIL

MEN: Benstead, Jahn, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale .. ,ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: None. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS: 

1. A notice from the Public Utilities Commission of re-setting 
of the date of Hearing in the matter of the Commission's motion into 
property, operations, contracts, service, tariff rules and regulations 
and main extension rules of Dominguez Water Corporation was signed 
by R. J. Pajalich, Secretary of the Commission. . 

Mayor Isen asked if the City Attorney would be at the i Hear~ng, 
and Attorney Remelmeyer replied that Mr. Tackaberry has been working 
on this Case for the City. 

There were no objections, and this matter was referred to the 
City Attorney. 
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2. A March 19, 1958, letter from Forrest N. Baughman, 118 
Paseo de Graca, was a protest against the Hollywood Riviera Sewer 
Distr1tt No.2, and the assessments thereof. 

Councilman Jahn moved to refer this to the Hearing on that 
District. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, no objections, so 
ordered. 

3. A March 13, 1958, letter from Chas. T. Rippy, 1331 Post 
Avenue, was on behalf of the Star Brick Company concerning their 
property on Western Avenue near 178th Street, which they say was 
flooded during the last rain by a stream which poured across the 
park area into and upon their property. The letter expressed hope 
that the necessary steps will be taken to eliminate this flood 
disaster. 

There was a note appended to this letter from the City Manager, 
saying this had been referred to the Dept. of Public Works. 

Director of Public Works John Russell said that upon investiga
tion, he found that the flow of water there had been to the east for 
a long time. He presented photos of the same location taken 4 years 
ago, showing water in the same spot where it is today. He said he 
and the City Engineer had checked maps as far back as 1931, and they 
do not believe there is any responsibility on the part of the City. 

Councilman Jahn moved the letter be filed. 
Councilman Orale asked if we should not turn this over to the 

City Attorney. 
Councilman Jahn did not believe so, saying they have not asked 

for anything; he pointed out that the only remedy for this would be 
a storm drain. 

l~ayor Isen seconded Councilman Jahn's motion to table. 
There were no objections and it was so ordered. 

4. A March 17, 1958, letter from Acme Aircraft Co., Torrance 
Muni6ipal Airport, asked for a lease at the Torrance Airport, and as 
evidence of firm interest they submitted a cashiers check in the amount 
of $1,000.00 to apply on the lease. ! 

Councilman Orale moved to refer this to the Airport Commission. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Mayor Isen asked Councilman Orale if the intent of his motion 

was to refer both the check and request, and Councilman Orale said 
it was. 

T,here were no obj ections and it wa s so ordered. 

5. A March 14, 1958, letter from the Hollywood Riviera Sports
man's Club asked for the use of City property between Palos Verdes 
Blvd. and the access road at a point north of Calle Miramar for a 
fireworks stand. The location they have used for the past three 
years is no longer available to them. The letter was signed by 
Robert C. Surber, Chairman of Fireworks Sale, 112 Via la Circula. 

Councilman Jahn moved to grant this request subject to Police 
and Fire Department approval. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objections, so ordered. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER: 

1. .In a letter dated March 21, 1958, the City Manager submit
ted the following recommendations for the Council's consideration and 
approval: 

APPROPRIATIONS: 

1. To Marion J. Varner the sum of $1,440.00 for architect
ural progress payment on El Retire Park Branch Library, 
from Library Fund. (A copy of the letter from Mr. 
Varner reporting on this was submitted ) . 
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2. To Columbia Showcase and Cabinet Co. the sum of $875 
for furnishing, delivering and installing the exten
sion on each end of the Council Chamber counter. 

3. To Remington-Rand for the purchase of an 18u carriage 
electric typewriter for the Airport Office, the sum 
of $450 plus tax. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with Items 1, 2, and 3 
under Appropriations, as recommended by the City Manager. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen. 
Councilman Jahn asked if anyone had yet approve~the library 

plans being prepared by Mr. Varner and Item I in this letter. 
The City Manager said Mr. Varner had met with the Library 

Board and worked out their problems, and the plans were to go to the 
Art Jury last night. 

Councilman Jahn felt the progress payment in Item 1 was being 
recommended too soon. 

Councilman Benstead amended his motion to concur with'Items 
2 and 3 only. 

Mayor Isen withdrew his second to the motion. 
Councilman Jahn seconded the motion, which carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 
Mayor Isen asked what should be done with Item #1. 
Councilman Jahn moved this recommendation be returned here 

when the plans are ready. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

AWARD OF BIDS: 

1. That the bid of Unimasco for a Mark Rite Line Master 
Traffic Marker, Model 9000, in the amount of $2460~ 
plus tax, be accepted. 

Councilman Jahn moved to concur with the City Manager's recom
mendation. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

2. That the bids for motor vehicles be awarded as 
recommended on a sheet analyzing the bids, as 
follows: 

Lease for Patrol Cars: Vel's Sales, @ 6¢ per mile; 
Lease for Traffic Cars: Paul's Chevrolet, @ 8~¢ per mile; 
Purchase of Vehicles: 
Patrol Cars, Vel's, @ $2,099.76; 
Sewer Truck, Bacon's Sales, @ $2,532.40; 
Pick-up Truck, Bacon's Sales, @ $1,492.40; 
The sheet l 'ecommended the purchase of: 4 sedans from Vel's, and 1 sewer 
truck and 3 pick-up trucks from Vel t s at package price of $15,149.29. 

Councilman Orale moved to award the bid for tarS .andtrueks " 
to Vel's Ford Sales as in accordance with the City Manag~r's report. 

Councilman Benstead asked the City Manager if this was his 
recommendation. 

The City Manager replied he had considered the sales tax in 
this report. 

Councilman Jahn asked if he had marked his recommendation in 
each case, and the City Manager replied he had. 

Councilman Jahn seconded the motion. 
Councilman Blount asked if this motion meant we would buy four 

cars from Vel's and lease from Paul's and Vel's with this one motion. 
Councilman Orale said it did. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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COMMUNICATIONS SUBMITTED BY LEGAL DEPARTMENT: 

1. A March 14, 1958, letter from F. W. Mill, Division Control
ler of National Supply Company, requested the elimination of the 
following two items from their franchise requirements: 

a. Bond as required by Article 13; and 
b. certified copy of insurance policy as required by 

Article 14. 
Mr. Mill!s letter explained that they felt a company with an investment 
of $14,000 , 000 should not be required to post a Sl,OOO bond, and that 
they -are self ··insured and believe their reserves are sufficient to 
care for any requirement for which Article 14 was created. 

The City Attorney reported to the Council that the $1,000 bond 
required was to guarantee performance of obligations under the fran
chise. 

Mayor Isen asked if we could waive that, and the City Attorney 
believed the Council could do so if they wished. Mayor Isen so moved. 

Councilman Jahn asked if we could waive both bond and insurance, 
The City Attorney said the insurance normally required would 

name the City as co-insured as protection against liability, and is 
usually in the amount of $100,000/$300,000. 

Mayor Isen said his motion covered only the $1,000 bond. 
Councilman Jahn seconded the motion to waive the Sl,OOO bond. 
Motion carried by the following roll call vote: AYE: COUNCIL-

MEN: Blount~ Jahn ? Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Orale. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Councilman Jahn thought that they should buy a liability 
policy naming the City as co-insured: and he so moved. 

Motion r seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously 
by roll ~all vote ~ 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE BUILDING DEPARTMENT: 

1. A letter dated March 17, 1958, from the Hancock Oil Co., 
signed by Eo E. McLin, requested permission to erect a 100 sq. ft. 
service station sign on the premises at 2199 Sepulveda, Lot 5 and 
portion of Lot 6, Block 299, Tract 1952, Torrance. . 

A notatioh appended by Bldg. Supt. Schlens reported that ~he 
sign required Council approval as it was over 42 sq. ft. in ar~a. 

Councilman Jahn asked if that would be their usual service 
station sign. 

Mr . Jack McKinnon, Asst. Bldg. Supt., reported that it is. It 
is a pole sign and parts of it will be attached to the building. He 
reported the application was in order . It will be at the corner of 
Sepulvedaano Arlington. He thought they should check with the 
Engineering Dept. to be sure this is not placed where it will - int~r
fere with the proposed widening of either of those streets. 

. Councilman Jahn moved to grant the request, with the stipulation 
that they check to be sure it will not int~rfere with the street 
widening. . 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, no objections, so 
ordered. 

Mayor Isen requested Mr,, · Russell to introduce Mr. McKinnon to 
theaudience r which Mr . Russell did. 

Mr. McKinnon explained that he was here to represent the Bldg. 
Dept. because Mr. Schlens is ill, and has been for several days. 

\' COMMUNICATIONS SUBMITTED BY LICENSE DEPARTMENT: 

'1. A March 20, 1958, letter from License Inspector Whitacre 
submitted business license applications for Fireworks Stands with 
sketches of the locations and copies of the applications. This letter 
read as follows~ 
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"The following Business License Applications for Fi~e~o~~~ 
Stands are herewith submitted for your consideration: 

JEWISH WAR VETERANS (lStand) 

Northeast corner of 166th and Crenshaw Blvd. 

REMARKS: 

To the best of my knowledge and belief this organization does not meet 
the requirements of Fireworks Ordinance No. 692, and/or City Code, 
Article III ; Section 12.20, paragraph B. 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, BERT S. CROSSLAND POST #170 (l stand) 

West of Crenshaw on Torrance Blvd. on City property. This application 
was approved by the Council at the March 18, 1958, Council meeting. 

TORRANCE LIONS CLUB (3 stands) 

Stand No.1: Northeast corner of Pacific Coast Highway and Cienshaw 
Blvd. This approved by the Council at the March 5, 1958: 
Council meeting. 

Stand No.2: Southeast corner of Anza and Torrance Blvd. 

Stand NOr 3~ Northwest corner of 177th St. and Crenshaw Blvd. 

JHE OPTIMIST CLUB OF TORRANCE (2 stands) 

§tand N~: Airport Triangle at Torrance Lomita Line 

Stand No.2: Southeast corner ~f 174th St. and Hawthorne Blvd., 
south of service station. 

IOR~NCE EXCHANGE (1 stand) 

South side of Pacific Coast Highway, approximately 430' west of 
Hillworth Avenue. 

JOR~NCE BOOSTER'S CLUB, INC. (1 Stand) 

Northwest corner of Carson St. and Crenshaw Blvd. 

YETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS (1 Stand) 

Northeast corner of Torrance Blvd. and Hawthorne Blvd. 

TORRANCE SCOUT CENTER AND TORRANCE JR. WOMEN'S CLUB (1 Stand) 

Western Avenue north of 234th St. on City Parkway, 

RALTERIA BUSINESS MENS CLUB, INC. (1 Stand) 

Northwest corner of 240th St. and Hawthorne Blvd. 

HOLLYWOOD RIVIERA SPORTSMENS CLUB (2 stands) 

Southwest corner of Camino de las Colinas and Pacific Coast Highway; 
Southwest corner of Palos Verdes Blvd. and Calle Miramar. 

AMERICAN LEGION, BERT S. CROSSLAND POST #170 (1 stand) 
Southwest corner of 177th St. and Crenshaw Blvd. 
All 15 applications have been approved by Asst. Chief of Police Porter 
and Fire Marshall Lucas for location only." 
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Councilman Jahn asked Mr. Whitacre his reason for the comment 
regarding the Jewish War Veterans, and Mr. Whitacre replied that the 
Ordinance requires that they have a meeting place in Torrance, and 
the Code requires that they must have had a meeting place in the City 
for two years. They claim to have had a meeting place in Torrance 
since last year 1 but they do not fill the requirement for having 
maintained such a place for two years. He has not been able to 
determine their meeting place in the City. 

Councilman Jahn moved this file from Mr. Whitacre dated March 
20, addressed to the City Council, be made a part of the record, that 
the first application on it be denied and the others be granted with 
any corrections wished by the Council or previously granted by them. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen and carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

2. A March 19, 1958, request from the Jr. Baseball League 
signed by Mrs o Thelma Friber, Activity Chairman of the Women's Auxiliary 
of the Torrance National Little League by Pauline Coil, Secretary, 
asked for a free permit to conduct a par~e on Saturday, May 3, 1958. 

A note was attached to this, approving the request by Asst. 
Police Chief Porter, provided the parade route is cleared with him 
prior to the parade o 

Councilman Blount moved to grant the request subject to 
approval of the parade route by the Police Dept. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Orale, no objections, so 
ordered. 

At 9:00 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
re-convening at 9:13 P. M. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: 

1. In a letter dated March 19, 1958, City Engineer Bishop 
recommended release of Bond No. 986131. in the amount. of $92,000,000 
to the subdivider on Tract 17444, the January Co., Inc. 

A March 19, 1958, letter from Asst. Park Supt. Clemmer was 
attached, reported that the trees planted in the tract fulfill the 
requirements of his Dept ol and that he has a letter from the subdivider 
guaranteeing replacement for a period of 90 days. 

Councilman Benstead moved to concur with the recommendation of 
the City Engineer. 

Councilman Jahn asked why the subdivider had been so slow in 
planting the trees . 

City Engineer Bishop said the Department did not know the 
reason. 

Councilman Jahn seconded the motion, which carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Orale, Jahn, 
Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Blount. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

REPORTS: 

1. A March 14, 1958, report from the City Manager concerned 
the Bates Aviation~ Inc., application for an Airport Lease, and read 
as follows: 

"The Committee appointed to meet with Bates Aviation, Inc., 
to discuss a lease at the Airport, met with Bates Aviation officials 
on Thursday s March l3~ at 5:00 P. M, Committee members present were 
Mayor Albe~Isen, Councilman Victor Benstead and City Manager George 
Stevens. The Committee agreed on the following conditions for the 
proposed lease: 

A. LAND AND BUILDINGS: 

(1) To lease a Three Hundred and Twenty-five (325) foot 
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frontage by approximately Five Hundred (500) feet 
deep lot described as the most westerly of locations 
outlined on the master plan. 

(2) Length of lease to be Twenty-Five (25) years with a 
Twenty-Five (25) year renewal option. 

(3) Rental: A two thousand dollar ($2,000) deposit will 
be made for a six-month option. The two thousand dollars 
to be paid as a fee not refundable and not to apply to 
the lease. Lease to become effective at the conclusion 
of the six-month option with a rental fee of $2.00 per 
foot per month, payable thereafter. 

(4) Bates Aviation, Inc., and Bates Executive Craft, Inc., 
for financial reasons, will be the appliant lea sees. 

(5) Buildings and improvements as per the drawings furnished 
the Commission are proposed. The approximate expenditure 
to be between sixty-five thousand ($65,000) and seventy
thousand ($70,000) dollqrs. Twenty thousand dollars 
($20,000) from our own funds and fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000) from a separate loan. 

B. OPERATIONS: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(5) 

(6) 

( 7) 

(8 ) 

(9 ) 

(10 ) 

Ground School, Student Instruction, Charter, Air Taxi, 
Flight Instruction and Instrument Instruction are proposed. 

Show, demonstrate, and sell aircraft and related items; 
such as aircraft parts, manufacturing, assembly of air
craft parts, insurance and financing aircraft and related 
items. 

Service, display, demonstrate, sale and install, radios 
automatic pilots, instruments, and accessories. 

Overhaul and repair, modify, clean and upholster, paint 
and refinish aircraft, aircraft parts, aircraft engines 
radio and aircraft instrument parts, sale and service, and 
the hangaring of aircraft. 

Sale, service, solicit and repair transit aircraft and 
provide transportation for said customers should we desire. 
Twenty-four hour operation of transit service, if desired. 

Customers to have free access to the premises. 

Fuel and oil aircraft on a non-exclusive basis in a manner 
approved by the Torrance Fire Inspector; One and one quart
er cents (.Ol~) per gallon of fuel and one cent (.01) per 
quart of oil will be paid to the City of Torrance. (Includ
ing storage thereof.) 

Tie-down aircraft on the premises and charge a rate equal 
to the going rate established by the Airport Commission, 
limited to 30 tie-downs plus over-night tie-downs. 

Test flying to be clearly defined in the Agreement and 
to specifically exclude all experimental aircraft of 
any kind and all types of jet aircraft. 

Right to use in common, all Airport provided facilities; 
i.e., runways, taxiways, roadways, control tower, flood
lights and other conveniences. Lessor agrees to maintain 
said facilities. 
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(11) Signs, of a type and design approved by City Ordinance. 

(12) In the event the airport is closed by any lawful authority, 
restricting the use of the airport in such a manner as to 
s~op the use of same by the lea see for its business opera
t~ons, the rent shall abate unless the lea see desires to 
continue business for some other purpose. The abatement 
period will extend the lease period by a period equal to 
the abatement. 

(13) The final Agreement to include a paragraph requiring 
leasee to abide by all City, County, State and Federal 
rules and regulations, laws and ordinances. 

c. IMPROVEMENTS: 

(1) Leasor agrees to provide a frontage road with curbs and 
paving as soon as practical. Initial improvement to con
sist of driveway across to Highway 101 and temporary park
ing space in front of lease. The leasehold will be graded 
and sewage and utilities provided. (Subject to study of 
grading plan by City, with understanding that no heavy 
grading will be performed by lessor.) Proper drainage 
control to prevent water and debris from washing over 
premises from surrounding premises will be provided. 
Further, it is agreed that no building(s) or sign(s) 
or other structure(s) shall be erected in the frontage 
road or parkway so as to screen off the view of travelers 
and potential customers who commute on 101 Highway. 

The above is subject to approval by C.A.A. and also with the 
understanding that the Airport Manager would be consulted on the 
matter of permitting tie-downs on this or any other lease. 

Necessary easements can be retained for utilities." 

Councilman Jahn said he had a question concerning Items 7 and 
8; he believed the Council had felt that there should be not more 
than three operators on the Airport dispensing petroleum products, 
and this had been agreed by the Committee. There are three people 
on the Airport now who have this privilege, namely, Dietrich, Vegas, 
and Acme. He was opposed to allowing more people this privilege. 
He would not have objected to allowing them to serve their own 
aircraft. 

Councilman Jahn moved that Item 7, regarding fuel and oil 
service be disallowed from the proposal. 

Mayor Isen said if he would add that they be permitted to serve 
their own aircraft and those of their customers, he would second the 
motion. 

Councilman Jahn amended his motion to allow them to service their 
own aircraft if they paid the standard roylaties to the City. 

Mayor Isen asked if he meant for the company who supplies them 
to pay the city the standard royalties as well, and Councilman Jahn 
said he did. 

The City Manager asked if this meant they could serve their 
customets, and Councilman Jahn said no, it meant they could serve 
their own planes only. 

Councilman Orale felt if we allowed three people to dispense 
, petroleum products, we should allow them all to. 

Mayor Isen asked if we could assume the three people on the 
,airport ' with the privilege of dispensing petroleum products would give 
adequate service ~eve~one,and Councilman Jahn said that was a 
stipulation when the privilege was granted. 

Motion died for lack of a second. 
touncilman Jahn moved paragraph 7 be disallowed from the 

proposal entirely. 
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Motion died for lack of a second. 
Councilman Benstead said he liked the first motion, allowing 

self service. 
Councilman Jahn moved they be allowed to serve their own planes 

only with petroleum products. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead, and carried by the 

following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Jahnt Isen. 
NOES I COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale;. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

Regarding Item 8, Councilman Jahn felt we are allowing them 
to go into direct competition with the City if we allow them to rent 
tie-down space. 

Mayor Isen asked the City Manager about this, and the City 
Manager reported that Bates had said they would not take any City 
customers, only customers they brought to the airport, 

Councilman Jahn said this would compete with the City's tie
down space. 

Councilman Orale asked if anyone else had this privilege. 
The City Manager said some have the right to have covered 

space, but not in the open. 
Councilman Jahn moved No. 8 be disallowed. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously by 

roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount felt before the agreement is finally settled, 
the manufacturing and assembly of aircraft parts, shown in Item 2 
should be spelled out. The plant will be on the highway frontage and 
the type of work should be closely watched. 

Mayor Isen suggested this could be made subject to Council 
approval, and when the lease is written it would have to have the 
approval of the Council. 

Councilman Blount so moved. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objection, so ordered. 

Councilman Blount said if there were no more changes, he would 
move that the agreement as corrected here tonight be accepted so far 
as the City is concerned~ 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Blount, Jahn, I_en. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: Orale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None, 

Councilman Orale felt they should be allowed to dispense gas and 
oil if anyone else does on the Airport. 

2, An oral report was due from R~ Wf Bishop, City Engineer, 
on the subject of Storm Drain, 

Mayor Isen said the Council had discussed this in detail with 
the City Engineer and Director of Public Works at the pre-Council 
meeting. Mr, Bishop had showed the Council on a map the areas of 
the City affected by water and which it is proposed be served by 
drains. He wanted to point out that the sto:r:m drains to be discussed 
here are part of a County bond issue which will be subject to the 
approval of the voters in November of this year., He understooc;i that 
the report must be before the Board of Supervisors befomApril ' l 
to be considered for the bond issue. 

City Engineer Bishop said that was correct. 
City Engineer Bishop proceeded to report that it is proposed 

that $2,490,000 be allocated to the City; priority of our various 
projects is proposed as follows: 

"Using the approximate cost of the retention basin in the 
Walteria Lake property in lieu of the tunnel through the Hollywood 
Riviera Hills, it would leave us a balance of$l,490,000 for p~ojects. 
I would like to recommend: .. . 

a: which is in the South Torrance area, at an estimated 
cost of $669,944; 
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b: being the Madison Avenue drain, at an estimated cost 
of $280,050; 

c: which is the extension of Project No. 242 southerly to 
182nd St" thence westerly to Prairie Ave., at an 
estimated cost of $288,095; 

d: which is the construction of a line along Torrance Blvd. 
to the westerly side of Madrid Ave. "at an estimated 
co st 0f $69,356; ., 

e: whith!~ the constructionol a line from Redondo Beach 
Blvd. along Crenshaw Blvd •. to the Dominguez Channel, at 
an estimated cost of $55,016; . 

f: for the construction of a line from the northerly end of 
Elgar Ave. to the Dominguez Channel, at an estimated cost 
of $26, 128;" 

The City Engineer explained that a sump of ubout 30 acres in the heart 
~ of the Walteria Lake area is planned to drain the area around there 

and is more or less tied in with a $100,000 drain foJ:'Paseo.de Gracia 
with all this to drain to the ocean. He said alternatef!lro}ects were 
planned if some of these were not approved. 

The City Engineer then read on: 
"It was also recommended that a request be submitted to the 

L. A. County Flood Control District, that since we are eliminating the 
tunnel through the Hollywood Riviera hills, we insert a drain along 
Avenue "I", Pacific Coast Highway to Paseo de Gracia, at an estimated 
cost of $100,000. It has been anticipated by the County Flood Control 
District that our Project 9 (Item a) would be withheld by the Flood 
Control District since it will take water from one area to another. 
If this is done, I would like to recommend that our Project 5 be . 
constructed from the double 10' x 6' culvert located on Arlington Ave. 
southerly of 190th St. to Crenshaw Boulevard and 190th Street. · This 
is a portion of that as proposed under our Project 5, and should be 
equal to the same amount of monies." . 

Councilman Jahn · recalled a previous planpr~pared by the City 
Engineer several months ago whi'ch recommended the tunnel, and called 
for much more money; under this program the' tunne'l is being replaced 
and we would serve almost .a11 of the really major areas in "the City; 
he asked City Engineer Bishop if that was more or less what he had 
based this pr~ority list on. 

The City Engineer said it was. 
Councilman Jahn asked if this would take care of all the really 

hazardous conditions in the City, and the City Engineer said it 
would. 

Councilman Jahn moved this recommendation be prepared and 
- presented to the County Flood Control District on or before April 1 

with ·concurrence of the Council. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Drale. . 

uut) 

Mayor Isen said the Departments concerned should be complimented 
on their comprehensive study, and pointed out again that it is necessary 
for the County Flood Control Bonds to be passed by the voters next 
November for us to get this money. 

.. . ', The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

At this time, Mayor Isenasked the City Manager if there was 
anything further regarding the drainag~ of Waltera lake, 

The City Manager reported that he and Ralph Perkins, Street 
Dept. Supt., have · been trying to work out the estimated cost for 
taking the water from the area of 227th and Ocean and the two big 
sumps along Lomita B.b.rd.to Walteria Lake and from there to the Lqmita 
Storm Drain at Crenshaw. He pointed out this could be only a tempor
ary measure, and in May the contractor for our project in 247thSt. 
wants to start construction on a 54" drain line from Crenshaw to 
Madison. To do the job quickly and 6conomical1y, in additiontpthe 
equipment we now haVE, it would bE necessary to rent two 10" d~esel 
powered pumps at $450 per month each, and about 6500 1 of 12"p~pe 
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which would cost 75¢ per foot for the first month, and if we use it 
two months it only runs $1 and for three months $1.50 per foot. This 
would permit a pumping capacity of 2,000 gallons per minutf), and would 
pump roughly 8-1/2 acre feet per day. There are probably 400 acre 
feet of water to be pumpsd,however he thought it might be possible 
that we could pump all we needed to in a month, as the dry season is 
approaching and as the water thins the sun and wind dry the land. 
To rent the necessary equipment for the first month would cost about 
$5700, and we would operate the pumps 24 hours a day and for 30 days, 
so the total cost would be between $12,000 and $15,000 to pump it all 
out. To pump out half would be less, but the equipment rental would be 
about $5700.00. 

Councilman Benstead asked where we could get the money, and 
the City Manager replied that he did not know, and we have a very small 
unappropriated reserve. .. 

The City Manager pointed out this would be only temporaiy 
relief for our problem. 

Mr. Jack Brown, 3318 Danaha St., acting as a spokesman for a 
group of residents from the area affected by this, said they feel if 
250 acre feet of this water could be pumped out the farmers can use 
the rest of it. Some of the owners of that land have no income except 
hat they receive from farming. He reported that Mr. Kita had author

ized him to cooperate with the Council and the City in getting this 
done. They will bear a part of the cost. 

Councilman Orale asked the City had asked the Navy or Coast 
Guard for help on the pumps, and the City Manager replied that he 

had not, but that he would approach them. 
Mayor Isen suggested the City Manager meet with Mr. Kita and 

find out what the people are prepared to do to help, and come back to 
the Council with a recommendation as soon as possible, calling a 
special meeting if necessary. 

Councilman Jahn asked Mr. Brown what the people propose to do 
to help with this~ 

Mr. __ Brown said the farmers and the affected residents of that 
area would furnish the fuel and labor for the pumping. 

Mayor Isen wondered if they would furnish the necessary insurance 
such as workmen's compensation, and Mr. Brown said they would. 

Mayor Isen asked if this meant if the City furnished the equip
ment the people would furnish everything else. 

Mr. Brown said yes.-
Councilman Jahn moved to authorize the City Manager to expedite 

the pumping of this situation and to relieve the two sumps that have 
been named and the area around the houses by appropriating out of the 
Unappropriated Reserve up to $5,000, and the City Attorney to prepare 
a proper agreement regarding labor. .. 

Motion seconded by Mayor Isen and carried unanimously by roll 
call vote. 

Mayor Isen pointed out to everyone present the fact thq,t the 
passage of the Countyis Drainage Bond issue in the fall is very 
important to us in securing permanent relief from our drainage 
problems. He suggested that the next City Council adopt the proper 
Ordinance for the formation of a Drainage Commission of 5 or 7 members 
to work constantly on these problems. 

RESOLUTIONS: 

1. City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3433 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE COWAENDING VONDA CARLTON, TORRANCE 
HERALD STAFF WRITER, FOR HER ARTICLE ON DOPE 

ADDICTION. 
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Councilman Blount moved to dispense with further reading of 
Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by 
call vote. 

Councilman Blount moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3433. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Orale, carried unanimously by 

call vote. 

2. City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3434 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE MAYOR 
AND CITY CLERK TO EXECUTE AND ATTEST THAT CERTAIN 
AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF TORRANCE AND 
ANDERSON STRUCTURAL STEEL CO., A CALIFORNIA CORPORA
TION, FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF T-HANGARS ON THE 
TORRANCE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Resolution. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3434. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn. 
Councilman Blount asked what had caused the long delay in the 

construction of these hangars, which the Council had authorized months 
ago. 

The City Manager explained the many difficulties encountered 
in raising the T-hangars Mr. Anderson proposed to build to the Code, 
and answered a question by saying he believed most of the delay had 
been caused by the contractor. Mr. Stevens added that it was just 
recently we got plans from them that the Building Dept. would approve. 

The City Attorney reported that he had talked to Mr. Anderson 
today about the agreement, and Mr. Anderson wants sub-section c on 
Pa e 1 of the agreement to allow him 90 instead of 45 days to complete 
the hangars; under 'Ins0rance", Mr. Anderson does not want to name 
the City as co-insured; regarding 'Bonds', Mr. Anderson does not 
want to post labor and material bonds. Those points were not in the 
specifications, and if the Resolution is passed approving this agree
ment, Mr. Anderson will ask that it be amended. 

Councilm~ Jahn asked if a bond had been po sted, and the City 
Manager said no, they had bid on their own plans and specifications 
because each builder who bid had his own plans. Mr. Anderson's 
design had not met the requirements of the Code. 

Councilman Benstead withdtew his motion for adoption of 
Resolution No. 3434, and Councilman Jahn withdrew his second. 

Mayor Isen wondered if Mr. Anderson would like to withdraw his 
bid. 

Councilman Jahn asked the City Attorney if it would be proper 
to move a request that Mr. Anderson withdraw his bid. 

The City Attorney did not believe the bid was definite enough. 
Councilman Jahn moved to withdraw from any negotiations for 

the building of T-hangars on the Airport with the Anderson Structural 
Steel Company. 

Motion seconded by Councilman Blount. 
The Mayor asked how these bids had been different than those 

usually called for. . . 
The City Manager explained we normally advertise with our own 

plans and specifications and have all these requirements named. In 
this case, we had only a plot plan and certain minimum stipulations. 
The bidders submitted their own designs, and all should have met the 
Code. 
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The City Attorney did not believe that Mr. Anderson considers 
this a good contract, and that he might wish to withdraw. 

Mayor Isen suggested we get a letter from him saying he would 
like to withdraw. 

Councilman Jahn said he wanted hangars on the airport soon; 
he believed we could better this price. 

Mayor Isen moved a substitute motion, that the City Attorney 
advise J'Ar. Anderson we are willing to cancel our negotiations by 
mutual consent. 

Councilman Blount seconded the motion, which was ordered as 
there were no objections to it. 

License Inspector Whitacre reported he had received an applica
tion for a free license to operate a loud speaker from the Torrance 
Citizens Committee for the Parks & Recreation Bond Issue. Mrs. Bisou 
had signed the application, dated March 25, 1958, and had asked 
that they be allowed this permit during the week of April 2 through 
April 8, 1958, between the hours of 9:00 A. M. and 7:00 P. M. 

Councilman Orale moved the free license be granted. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Blount, and carried unanimously 

by roll call vote. 

ORDINANCES: 

1. With a cover letter dated March 21, 1958, City Clerk 
Bartlett presented for its second reading Ordinance No. 954, which 
was apo~oved by the Council at their meeting of March 18, 1958, 
with all Councilmen present and Councilmen Blount and Orale voting 
against it. 

City Clerk Bartlett rEad title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 954 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE ADDING A NEW SECTION TO APPENDIX 
I OF "THE CODE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 1954" 
TO PROVIDE FOR A NEW C-4 (SHOPPING CENTER) ZONE 
AND ESTABLISHING RESTRICTIONS THEREFOR. 

Councilman Benstead moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

Councilman Benstead moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 954 
at its second and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried by the following 
roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Jahn, Isen. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount, Orale. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: None. 

2. With a cover letter dated March 21, 1958, the City Clerk 
presented for its second reading Ordinance No. 960, which was 
unanimously approved at the first reading on March 18, 1958, with 
all Councilmen present. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 960 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE REPEALING SECTION 26.9 
OF CHAPTER 26 OF "THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF TORRANCE, 1954" RELATING TO SUBDIVISION 
MAPS GENERALLY AND SUBSTITUTING THEREFOR 
SECTIONS RELATING TO THE SAME SUBJECT AND 
INCREASING THE PARK AND PLAYGROUND FEE TO 

$500.00. 
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Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of 
the Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Jahn moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 960 at 
its second and final reading. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

3. With a cover letter dated March 21, 1958, the City Clerk 
submitted for its second reading Ordinance No. 961, which was approved 
unanimously at the time of its first reading on March 18, 1958. 

City Clerk Bartlett read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 961 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE REPEALING SECTION l7. 28 OF liTHE CODE OF 
THE CITY OF TORRANCE j 195411 RELATING TO THE USE 
OF ADVERTISING VEHICLES AND VEHICLES EQUIPPED WITH 
SOUND AMPLIFYING DEVICES . 

Councilman Jahn moved to dispense with further reading of the 
Ordinance. 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Blount, carried unanimously 
by roll call vote. 

Councilman Blount moved for adoption of Ordinance No. 961 at 
its second and final reading, 

Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 
roll call vote • . 

Mayor Isen referred to a memorandum for information only from 
City Clerk Bartlett which concerned the meeting dates of the Council 
in April. · . . . 

Ihe City Attorney reported that the Council could open the 
bids lat.r then the last date bids could be accepted~ 

At 10:05 P. M., Mayor Isen declared a recess, with the Council 
re-convening .at 10:13 P. M. 

Cou.ncilman Blount left the meeting during the recess. 

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Isen said last week he had nominated Mr. William Hoagof 
21929 Ladeene to the .Library Board; this would be for a term of one 
year under the method used for determination of the length of terms 
used by the · incumbent members of that Board. He asked the City Clerk 
to poll the Councp on the appointment of Mr. Hoag to the Library 
Board. , . 

The appointment was app~oved unanimously by those Councilmen 
present. 

Mayor Isen discussed the situation which has existed in Torrance 
of multiple mailing addresses, and said hI: found it particularly con
fusing in the south end of town~ where a Redondo Beach mailing address 
existed when the area annexed to the City of Torrance. He thought it 
a shame that the people there have to have their mail addressed to 
Redondo 8e,ach when they live in a City of this size, with mail to 
a Torrance school having to go to Redondo Beach, etc. He had discussed 
this with the Post Office and had found that a section in the northern 
part of the city .stillhad mail deiivered through the Gardena post 
office. He had been told the only way we can get uniformity was for 
the Council to pass a Resolution demanding it and send copies to the 
Postmaster General and to our Representative for the 17th District, 
Congressman King. Mayor Isen moved the City Attorney be instructed 
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to draw su~h a resolution for the next meeting of the Council. 
Mot~on seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Mayor Isen said he wanted to include that small section of the 

City still getting mail through Gardena. 
There were no object~ons to the motion, and it was so ordered. 

Mayor Isen thought Congressman King should also be advised that 
a substation in the Hollywood-Riviera area would be quite in order at 
this time. 

Mayor Isen presented a Resolution to the Council which he said 
was quite timely, as the newspapers and various officials of the State 
have been calling on the Federal Government to cut income taxes as 
a move to overcome the current recession. 

This City Council, he said, has adopted a policy of watching 
taxes very closely and keeping them as low as possible, and has asked 
the County Supervisors to do that as well. He expressed hope that 
with the rapid growth we are experiencing and the anticipated income 
from sales taxes, we may soon be able to cut taxes here. 

We are on record as being in favor of Torrance jobs for Torrance 
people, and with the introduction of this Resolution, the Mayor said, 
we would be going on record as asking the Federal Government to cut 
income taxes. 

At the request of Mayor Isen, City Clerk Bartlett numbered 
and read in full the Resolution, entitled: 

RESOLUTION NO. 3435 
, 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE URGING THE CONGRESS AND 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO IMMEDIATELY 
REDUCE FEDERAL TAXES. 

Mayor Isen moved for the adoption of Resolution No. 3435. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Benstead. 
Councilman Jahn asked that we send copies of this Resolution 

only to those people named in Section 3 of the Resolution. 
Councilman Benstead thought it would be well to send copies 

to neighboring Cities, and ask them also to spread this. 
Councilman Jahn said he would vote for the Resolution if we 

abided by Section 3, insofar as mailing copies is concerned. 
Mayor Isen amended his mot.ion for adoption by stipulating that 

copies of this be sent to neighboring cities. 
Councilman Benstead accepted this in his second to the motion. 
Motion failed to carry by the following roll call vote: AYES: 

COUNCILMEN: Benstead, Isen. NOES: COUNCILMEN: Drale, Jahn. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: Blount. 

Councilman Jahn said if we sent copies only to those people 
named in Section 3 of the Resolution he would vote in favor of adoption. 

Mayor Isen moved for adoption of Resolution No. 3435. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Benstead, carried unanimously 

by roll call vote of those present. 

Councilman Drale commented that many Resolutions and Ordinances 
are being prepared, and that it might be well to have an Assistant to 
the City Attorney to help in the preparation of these. 

Mr. Ed Little, 16706 Cranbrook, spoke to the Council asking that 
Wayne Nelson put guard rails up to protect the fences of those property 
owners across the alley from the apartments Mr. Nelson built on Redondo 
Beach Boulevard. He said the apartments are now being occupied and 
this was a stipulation at the time the plans were approved. 

Councilman Drale moved Mr. Nelson be notified that no more of 
the apartment can be occupied and no final inspections be given until 
the guard rails are put in. 
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Motion seconded by Mayor Isen. 
Councilman Jahn asked if this had not been discussed at the 

last Staff meeting, and Director of Public Works John Russell said it 
was, and that there is no problem. There would be nothing against 
putting in the, guard rails there as the utility poles are on the 
southerly side of the aley, and pipes could be sunk there in concrete 
as long as they did not extend into the alley past the poles. 

Mayor Isen asked to have the work started on these at once. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote of those present. 

Mi. Little asked how he could obtain copies of the Minutes 
of the ~ouncil pertaining to the Nelson Apartments and the various 
discus~ion held by City bodies with this group of residents. 

He felt that some of the occupants of the apartments, who were 
not present at that time, are making plans to circumvent the stipula
tions. 

Mayor Isen instructed the City Attorney to see that these 
people got the copies of the material pertaining to this Case, and 
anything that may come up on it in the future, and he so moved. 

The City Attorney asked if Mr. Little wants a listing of the 
conditions which legally bind the builder, and Mr. Little wanted 
ev eryt hing! about it. 

The City Attorney said it would not all be binding. 
. Mayor Isen moved that Mr. Little be given a complete file 

on this Case and thereafter be furnished any Resolution or Ordinance 
or Minutes pertaining to this matter. 

'Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, who said Mr. Powell has a 
compl~te file in his office which could be copied. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 
Mr. Little said they would like to have this material before 

Ap,ril 8. 
Mr. Powell said it would take a great deal of time and work 

to make a copy of the complete file, and asked that a representative 
of the group come in and mark the material they want. 

The City Attorney said he believed a special employee would be 
requi:red to type up this large file. 

'The Mayor amended his motion to specify that this material go 
to Mr. Little or a person designated by him to receive it. 

Councilman Orale seconded the motion as amended. 
There were no objections and it was so ordered. 

Mr. Orvil Armistead, 4222 Paseo de las Tortugas, described in 
some detail the drainage problems on their block, and asked what was 
planned to remedy the situation. He said his lawn is now covered with 
sand again, since the last rains, and will soon be lost unless some
thing is 'done. He had cleaned the sand off the lawn after the early 
rains this year, and yet this has to be done allover again. He felt 
the t6nditions there had been known to the City for some time, and 
asked for something to be done. 

Councilman Orale asked how old that Tract is, and Mr. Armistead 
said he had moved in there about a year ago. 

Councilman Orale asked if the conditions described were the 
result of faulty drainage, and Mr. Armistead said he lives beneath a 
hill at the edge of the City of Palos Verdes Estates, and during the 
last tain almost 60' of his lawn was covered with a water fall. Right 
now there is a gully in his backyard about 10' wide which was not 
there before the February rains. 

Councilman Orale asked for a report on this from the Engineering 
Department. . 

Councilman Jahn said we could take no action until we have 
all the facts. 

Councilman Orale moved to ask the Engineering Department for 
a full report on this at the next meeting. 

There were no objections and it was so ordered. 
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· Mr. Dick Snyder:, 4924 Reese Road, in Seaside Rancho s, told the 
Counc11 that he wished to protest against having to send his little 
5-yeap-old son to a new school being constructed in his ar~a because 
of th! traffic: the streets the little boy would have to cross

f 
and 

the d1stance. He stated he was acting as a spokesman for all the 
people in his area : who feel it would be better to send the larger 
children to the new school and keep the little ones closer to home 
in the school now existing there. . 

Mayor Isen expressed the sympathy of the Council with Mi. 
Snyder, and suggested that he take his problem to the Board of Education. 
He offered to have copies of this section of the Minutes sent to the 
School Board, showing that Mr. Snyder had been herei He point~d out 
that the City government and the Board of Education are two separate 
entities. 

Mr. Snyder said he and his neighbors have been to the Bo~~d~ 
and he asked, if the Board has the authority to force or coerce the 
people there to send their children to a certain school. ", 

Mayor ~ Iseri suggested Mr. Snyder and his neighbors take this 
question to the County Counsel. 

There were no objections , and it was ordered that copies of 
this section of the Minutes be sent to the Board of Education. 

Councilman Jahn pointed out that the City has to pay the salaries 
of Crossih~ Guards, and he . felt it a shame that the City is not~ consult
ed concer~ing the placement of schools, which he believed should not 
be placedon main thoro·ughfares, 

Mr. Snyder pointed out that the youngsters in the new High 
School would be driving to school in many instances, and that they are 
fast, thoughtless drivers_ Little children will have to cross these 
streets alone , and it is a dangerous situation. The parents are con
cerned with the safety factor. 

In response to a question from Councilman Benstead, Mr. Snyd_ 
said they had gone to the School Board with this appeal twice. 

Mrs. Nell Hawkins, 19406 Anza, of the Carl Steel P. T. A., 
said she had been asked to '.' cer a protest regarding advertising 
material being distributed in the City, and she asked if we had a 
City Ordinance pertaining to this type of advertising and preventing 
it. ! 

The City Attorney did not believe we had such an Ordinance. 
License Inspector Whitacre. said we have ' an Ordinance requiring 

anyone distributing such handbills to pay a license fee. 
The City Attorney said we did have an Ordinance against lewd 

and lascivious literature; the determination of what is lewd and 
lascivious is one that the courts must make. He said if any of those 
present about this wished to swear out a complaint that could be done. 

Mayor Isen suggested to MroHawkins that she confer with the 
City Attorney tomorrow about this, 

Councilman Jahn asked the LiCense Inspector if the people who 
had distributed these handbills had paid the license fee. 

Mi, Whitacre replied that he had found the people in the 
Hollywoo&Riviera area when it was reported to him and he had gone 
out looking for them" They had finished their work, but he had caused 
Mr. Litzing9r of hie Department to proceed on collection of the fees, 
and he believed they would ~e in with the money at once. 

Councilman Ben stead aske~ why Mr. Whitacre had not arrested 
these people o 

Mr. Whitacre replied that they were not distributing the. hand
bills when they were found , and" that his Department is interested in 
collecting the fee . He added that if the City Attorney advised him to 
sign a complaint he would do so . 

The various facets of this problem of so-called lewd advertising 
material were discussed fully with Mrs. Hawkins and the ladies with 
her . 
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Mrs. Bisou suggested the City make an example of these people. 
Asst. Chief of Police Porter said the people would pay the fee 

and it would be difficult to go further~ 
Mayor Isen said if someone here would file a complaint tomorrow 

it would be better. 
, . . Mayor Isen moved if these people do not pay the license fees 

they . be prosecuted for not having a license. 
Motion seconded by Councilman Jahn, no objections, so ordered. 
A Mrs. Donovan from Redondo Beach said she would sign the 

complaint. 
Mayor Isen directed her to SGe the City Att orney t omorrow 

about this. 
Councilman Orale suggested that all these people protest t o 

the owner of the theatre where the pi cture being advertis ed is t o be 
shown. 

Asst. Police Chief Porter said Lt. Cook of the Juvenile Bureau 
has been working to prevent a drive-in the atre from showing this 
pj..cture. 

Mayor Isen said the protests here are against the handbills. 
A lady asked if anyone under 21 could be kept from seeing that 

picture, and City Attorney Remelmeyer said not by law. He said that 
would be up to the parents of the young peopl e. There is no special 
law applying to juveniles so far as he knew applying to salacious 
material. 

' Mrs. Tuttle reported the handbill aske d that youngsters under 
16 be accompanied by their parents to the picture. 

Mayor Isen suggested the P.T.A. get in t ouch with the theatre 
own.er and if anyone wanted to see the City Attorney and sign a complaint 
they could do so. If the comp any who distributed the handbills does 
not pay the fee, they will be prosecuted. 
, ' 'Mr. Dick Floyd of the North Torrance Civic Improvement Associa-
tion said the best idea was to call the theatre owner. 

Councilman Benstead moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Motion, seconded by Councilman Jahn, carried unanimously by 

roLl call vote of tho se present. 

The meeting adjourned at 11:10 p. M. 

APPROVED: 

Mayor of the cIty of Torrance 

City Clerk of the cIty of Torrance, 
California 
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